
2015 DNP Exit Assessment 
Results by AACN Essential 
 

 

= Your institution has a higher mean than the goal (5.5). 

 

= Your institution is within .25 of the goal (5.5). 

 

= Your institution has a lower mean than the goal (5.5) by more than .25. 

 
Essential I:  
Scientific Underpinnings for Practice 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q055. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to use science-based theories and concepts to: Evaluate outcomes 

31 
 

 

Q053. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to use science-based theories and concepts to: Determine the nature and significance 
of health and health care delivery phenomena 

30 
 

 

Q054. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to use science-based theories and concepts to: Describe the actions and advanced 
strategies to enhance, alleviate, and ameliorate health and health care delivery phenomena as 
appropriate 

30 
 

 

Q048. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to integrate nursing science with knowledge from the following areas as the basis for 
the highest level of nursing practice: Ethics 

30 
 

 

Q052. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to integrate nursing science with knowledge from the following areas as the basis for 
the highest level of nursing practice: Organizational Science 

28 
 

 

Q057. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - Regarding new practice approaches based on 
nursing theories and theories from other disciplines, to what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Evaluate these approaches 

31 
 

 

Q050. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to integrate nursing science with knowledge from the following areas as the basis for 
the highest level of nursing practice: Psychosocial Science 

28 
 

 

Q056. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - Regarding new practice approaches based on 
nursing theories and theories from other disciplines, to what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Develop these approaches 

30 
 

 

Q051. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to integrate nursing science with knowledge from the following areas as the basis for 
the highest level of nursing practice: Analytical Science 

28 
 

 

Q049. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to integrate nursing science with knowledge from the following areas as the basis for 
the highest level of nursing practice: Biophysical Science 

28 
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Essential II: 
Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q059. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Demonstrate sensitivity to diverse 
organizational cultures and populations 

30 
 

 

Q058. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Evaluate care delivery approaches 
that meet the needs of patient populations based on scientific findings in nursing and other 
clinical sciences 

30 
 

 

Q061. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to use advanced communication 
skills/processes to lead: Quality improvement initiatives in health care systems 

28 
 

 

Q066. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to analyze the cost-effectiveness of 
practice initiatives accounting for: Improvement of health care outcomes 

29 
 

 

Q069. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to evaluate effective strategies for 
managing the ethical dilemmas inherent in the following: Research 

30 
 

 

Q062. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to use advanced communication 
skills/processes to lead: Patient safety initiatives in health care systems 

28 
 

 

Q063. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
Regarding improving the quality of care delivery, to what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to employ principles of business and health policy to: Develop effective plans for 
practice initiatives 

29 
 

 

Q064. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
Regarding improving the quality of care delivery, to what degree did your DNP program enhance 
your ability to employ principles of business and health policy to: Implement effective plans for 
practice initiatives 

29 
 

 

Q065. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to analyze the cost-effectiveness of 
practice initiatives accounting for: Risk of health care outcomes 

29 
 

 

Q067. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to evaluate effective strategies for 
managing the ethical dilemmas inherent in the following: Patient care 

30 
 

 

Q068. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to evaluate effective strategies for 
managing the ethical dilemmas inherent in the following: Healthcare organization 

30 
 

 

Q060. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement and Systems Thinking - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Monitor budgets for practice 
initiatives 

30 
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Essential III:  
Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice 

 
N 

Performance 

 

  

Q088. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: 
Disseminate findings from evidence-based practice and research to improve healthcare outcomes 

31 
 

 

Q086. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Identify 
gaps in evidence for practice 

30 
 

 

Q071. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use analytic methods to critically appraise existing evidence to: Implement 
best practice 

30 
 

 

Q083. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Design 
evidence-based interventions 

31 
 

 

Q079. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Collect 
appropriate data to generate evidence for nursing practice 

31 
 

 

Q078. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to apply relevant findings to: Improve practice and the practice environment 

30 
 

 

Q082. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Analyze 
data from practice 

31 
 

 

Q070. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use analytic methods to critically appraise existing evidence to: Determine best 
practice 

31 
 

 

Q080. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Collect 
accurate data to generate evidence for nursing practice 

31 
 

 

Q073. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - Regarding necessary processes 
to evaluate outcomes of care against national benchmarks to determine variances in practice outcomes and 
population trends, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Implement these processes 

30 
 

 

Q075. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - Regarding quality 
improvement methodologies to promote quality patient-centered care, to what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Direct these methodologies 

31 
 

 

Q087. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Function 
as a practice specialist/consultant in collaborative knowledge-generating research 

31 
 

 

Q085. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Examine 
patterns of behavior and outcomes 

31 
 

 

Q076. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - Regarding quality 
improvement methodologies to promote quality patient-centered care, to what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Evaluate these methodologies 

29 
 

 

Q074. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - Regarding quality 
improvement methodologies to promote quality patient-centered care, to what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Design these methodologies 

31 
 

 

Q077. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to apply relevant findings to: Develop practice guidelines 

31 
 

 

Q084. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Predict 
and analyze outcomes 

31 
 

 

Q081. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - To what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to use information technology and research methods appropriately to: Inform 
the design of databases that generate meaningful evidence for nursing practice 

30 
 

 

Q072. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice - Regarding necessary processes 
to evaluate outcomes of care against national benchmarks to determine variances in practice outcomes and 
population trends, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Design these processes 

30 
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Essential IV:  
Information Systems/Technology and Patient Care Technology for the Improvement and 
Transformation of Health Care 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q096. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - To what degree did 
your DNP program enhance your ability to: Effectively evaluate consumer health information 
sources 

30 
 

 

Q095. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - To what degree did 
your DNP program enhance your ability to: Execute an evaluation plan involving data extraction 
from practice information 

31 
 

 

Q097. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Within healthcare 
systems, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to provide leadership in the 
resolution of: Ethical issues relating to the use of information technology 

31 
 

 

Q098. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Within healthcare 
systems, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to provide leadership in the 
resolution of: Legal issues relating to the use of information technology 

31 
 

 

Q092. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Regarding 
healthcare information systems and patient care technology, to what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to analyze critical elements necessary to the: Use of the 
systems/technology 

31 
 

 

Q094. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - To what degree did 
your DNP program enhance your ability to: Develop an evaluation plan involving data extraction 
from practice information 

31 
 

 

Q093. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Regarding 
healthcare information systems and patient care technology, to what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to analyze critical elements necessary to the: Evaluation of the 
systems/technology 

30 
 

 

Q090. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Regarding programs 
that measure outcomes of care, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Implement these programs 

29 
 

 

Q089. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Regarding programs 
that measure outcomes of care, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Design these programs 

31 
 

 

Q091. Technology for the Improvement and Transformation of Health Care - Regarding 
healthcare information systems and patient care technology, to what degree did your DNP 
program enhance your ability to analyze critical elements necessary to the: Selection of the 
systems/technology 

31 
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Essential V: 
Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q101. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Advocate for the nursing profession within the policy and healthcare 
communities 

31 
 

 

Q102. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Advocate for ethical policies within all healthcare arenas 

31 
 

 

Q104. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to demonstrate leadership in the: Implementation of health policy 

31 
 

 

Q100. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Influence institutional policy makers to improve health care delivery and 
outcomes 

31 
 

 

Q106. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to educate others, including policy makers at all levels, regarding: Patient 
care outcomes 

31 
 

 

Q103. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to demonstrate leadership in the: Development of health policy 

30 
 

 

Q099. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to: Critically analyze health policy proposals 

31 
 

 

Q105. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to educate others, including policy makers at all levels, regarding: Health 
policy 

31 
 

 

Q109. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to provide leadership for health care policy that shapes: Delivery 

30 
 

 

Q107. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to provide leadership for health care policy that shapes: Health care 
financing 

30 
 

 

Q108. Health Care Policy for Advocacy in Health Care - To what degree did your DNP program 
enhance your ability to provide leadership for health care policy that shapes: Regulation 

30 
 

 

 

Essential VI: 
Interprofessional Collaboration for Improving Patient and Population Health Outcomes 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q111. Inter-professional Collaboration for Improving Patient and Population Health Outcomes - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to employ effective collaborative 
skills in the: Implementation of scholarly products 

28 
 

 

Q113. Inter-professional Collaboration for Improving Patient and Population Health Outcomes - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Employ consultative and 
leadership skills with teams to create change in complex healthcare delivery systems. 

28 
 

 

Q110. Inter-professional Collaboration for Improving Patient and Population Health Outcomes - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to employ effective collaborative 
skills in the: Development of scholarly products (i.e. practice models, peer review, practice 
guidelines, health policy) 

29 
 

 

Q112. Inter-professional Collaboration for Improving Patient and Population Health Outcomes - 
To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Lead inter-professional teams in 
the analysis of complex practice and organizational issues. 

29 
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Essential VII:  
Clinical Prevention and Population Health for Improving the Nation’s Health 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q117. Clinical Prevention and Population Health for Improving the Nation's Health - To what 
degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to synthesize concepts related to population 
health in: Evaluating interventions to improve care of populations 

29 
 

 

Q116. Clinical Prevention and Population Health for Improving the Nation's Health - To what 
degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to synthesize concepts related to population 
health in: Implementing interventions to improve care of populations 

29 
 

 

Q114. Clinical Prevention and Population Health for Improving the Nation's Health - To what 
degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Analyze appropriate scientific data related 
to population health 

29 
 

 

Q115. Clinical Prevention and Population Health for Improving the Nation's Health - To what 
degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Evaluate care delivery models and/or 
strategies using concepts related to dimensions of health 

29 
 

 

 

Essential VIII: 
Advanced Nursing Practice 

 
N 

Performance  

 

  

Q120. Advanced Nursing Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Educate individuals and groups through complex health and situational transitions 27 

 

 

Q122. Advanced Nursing Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Develop ongoing therapeutic partnerships with patients (individual, family or group) to facilitate optimal 
care 

27 
 

 

Q123. Advanced Nursing Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Develop relationships with other professionals to facilitate optimal care 26 

 

 

Q125. Advanced Nursing Practice - Regarding therapeutic interventions based on nursing science and 
other sciences, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Implement those 
interventions 

26 
 

 

Q126. Advanced Nursing Practice - Regarding therapeutic interventions based on nursing science and 
other sciences, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Evaluate those 
interventions 

26 
 

 

Q128. Advanced Nursing Practice - Regarding evidence-based care to improve patient outcomes, to 
what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Deliver evidence-based care to improve 
patient outcomes 

26 
 

 

Q119. Advanced Nursing Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Support other nurses to achieve excellence in nursing practice 27 

 

 

Q127. Advanced Nursing Practice - Regarding evidence-based care to improve patient outcomes, to 
what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Design evidence-based care to improve 
patient outcomes 

26 
 

 

Q129. Advanced Nursing Practice - Regarding evidence-based care to improve patient outcomes, to 
what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Evaluate evidence-based care to improve 
patient outcomes 

26 
 

 

Q124. Advanced Nursing Practice - Regarding therapeutic interventions based on nursing science and 
other sciences, to what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Design those 
interventions 

26 
 

 

Q118. Advanced Nursing Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: 
Conduct an effective assessment of health and illness parameters incorporating culturally sensitive 
approaches 

27 
 

 

Q121. Advanced Nursing Practice - To what degree did your DNP program enhance your ability to: Use 
conceptual and analytical skills in evaluating the links among practice, organizational, population, fiscal, 
and policy issues 

27 
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